Cardiac lesions in intravenous drug addicts.
Postmortem findings in 25 intravenous addicts of centrally stimulating amines and centrally depressive narcotics (opiates) have been analysed with special reference to the presence of pathologic findings in the heart, and the cause of death. Most cases exhibited myocardial lesions of varying age, consistent with various phases of myofibrillar degeneration, such as hemorrhages, contraction bands, focal necroses, granulation tissue, stromal condensation, and scarring, indicating an active chronic process in the myocardium and the subendocardium, with a bias toward the conduction system of the heart. The lesions have been found in drug addicts who died immediately following an injection of narcotics as well as in those who, irrespective of their drug influence, have died following intervening injuries or disease. Cardiac lesions in drug addicts seem to have a variety of causative factors: infections, toxic influence, hypersensitivity, influence of catecholamines and general hypoxia. The authors feel that the two latter suggested causes appear most regularly and deserve special attention. The significance of these heart lesions seems to vary, but at times they may be the determining factor in the fatal outcome of a case.